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AGENDA 

1. PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

2. APOLOGIES 

3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM – 13th Nov 2014 

View 2014 minutes here 

4. MATTERS ARISING FORM THE MINUTES 

5. ANNUAL REPORT: 2014 – 2015 President, Andrew Simpson  

6. FINANCIAL REPORT: 2014 – 2015 Treasurer, Tim Hoare  

7. PRESENTATION OF MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES TO NEW MEMBERS  

8. ELECTION OF THE BOARD FOR 2014 / 2015: 

A. PRESIDENT 

B. VICE PRESIDENT 

C. HONORARY TREASURER 

D. BOARD MEMBERS 

 

9. INVITATION TO MEMBERS TO SUBMIT MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY 
THE INCOMING BOARD 
 

10.  CLOSING REMARKS, Incoming President 2015 – 2016, Kevin Berry 

 

 

 

 

http://www.acse.org.au/docs/Annual%20Reports/2014%20AGM%20Minutes%2013.11.14.pdf
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ANNUAL REPORT 

5.0 ANNUAL REPORT 2014 – 2015: President, Andrew Simpson 

Since the last AGM of November 2014, the Board of Management has met on the second Tuesday 
of each month, with the exception of the month of January, where there was no meeting during 
the festive holidays.  
 
 
EVENTS AND SEMINARS 

 
Our ability to provide seminars and other events (eg this AGM) has been helped considerably 
by the sponsorship the Association has been able to secure in the past year, with the 
assistance of Heidi Crawford. Details of sponsors are given later in this report.  

 
ACSE and IStructE 
The ACSE and IStructE continued to work together during 2014-2015. Our reciprocal agreement 
means that all ACSE members are invited to attend all IStructE seminars. A member of IStructE 
continues to be invited to be a member of the judging panel for the ACSE Structural engineering 
excellence awards.  
 
ACSE President, Andrew Simpson took the opportunity of meeting with IStructE’s President and 
Chief Executive at a recent seminar that he attended.  
 
Annual Seminar 
The Board agreed to discontinue the Annual Seminar. A great deal of time and effort has gone into 
organising this event by Board members in the past and we have always struggled for numbers, 
with attendance drawing heavily on the Board member firms. 
 
Seminar Down The Pub Series 
In his inaugural address at last year’s AGM, Andrew Simpson touched on the poor attendance at 
ACSE events, and the Board has worked hard this year to come up with a format that engaged the 
members and wider structural engineering community. 
 
As a result, the format of “Engineers - Down the Pub” was trialled and has been a great success.  
The seminars are held the first Tuesday of every month at the Forbes Hotel in the City, are free, and 
drinks and nibbles are provided to the attendees. This is has generated a relaxed format for the 
event that has a technical basis but also allows structural engineers to mix and socialise with their 
peers. 
 
The pub talks that have been given are as follows: 
 

Date Presentation Attendance 

Tues 5th May One Central Park by Matt Harding, Robert Bird Group 91 registrations 

Tues 2nd June Dr Chau Chak Building by Steve Giblett, Aecom 80 registrations 

Tues 7th July Brisbane Skytower by Ryan Campbell, Bonacci 69 registrations 
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Tues 4th August Designing Our Buildings for Hail Loading by Todd Haliday 116 registrations 

Tues 1st Sept Port Arthur Penitentiary Conservation Project  
by Richard Barnes, Hyder 

68 registrations 

Tues 6th Oct Arthur Street North Sydney by Tim Boulton, Enstruct 116 registrations 

 
 
Golf Day 2014 
The 2014 NSW ACSE golf day was held in November at Avondale golf course and was another 
resounding success. There were 48 golfers from various consultancies including Northrop, 
Meinhardt, TTW, Acor, Partridge, Bonacci, Calibre, Hyder, MPN, Cardno, Majcon, Teleo and Geoff 
Hopkins and Assoc. Registration was at 11.30am, light refreshments were served and a. The 12 
teams enjoyed light refreshments and a last chance for a bit of putting practice before a shotgun 
start at 12.30pm. The weather was kind with only a light sprinkle on the last hole. The golf was 
followed by a BBQ, then the all-important competition results: 
 
Best net and trophy award: Northrop 

2nd net:    Bonacci 

3rd net:     Meinhardt 

Best Gross:    Northrop 

Nearest Pin 17 and under: Adam Brennan from Hyder 

Nearest Pin 18-27:  Graeme Deaker from Calibre 

Nearest Pin 28 +:   Michael Goodwin from Acor 

Longest drive 17 and under: Wayne Grew from Meinhardt 

Longest drive 18-27:  Ryan Campbell from Bonacci 

Longest drive 28+:  Nick Joannides from Partridge 

Best-dressed team:  MPN 

Bradman award (highest score): Partridge  

Guess all the members of the 1974 ACSE board award:  Owen Sherrard 

 

ACSE Excellence Awards  
The second ACSE Structural Engineering Awards were opened for nominations in October 
2014, with the awards ceremony held in early March 2015. This year 35 submissions were 
received from 14 different companies compared to the 5 companies that submitted entries last 
year. 

 
The purpose of the awards is to recognise and celebrate the role of NSW based Structural 
Engineers and their contribution to the built environment in NSW, Australia and throughout 
the world. The Awards aim to highlight excellence within the NSW Structural Engineering 
profession; assist in promoting Structural Engineers to our peers, fellow professionals and the 
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general public; and showcase the role of Structural Engineering in a diversity of projects. The 
Awards are open to all NSW based Structural Engineering practices and professionals.  
The Awards Judging Committee included Joe Agius (Director, Cox Richardson Architects) 
Australian Institute of Architects NSW President; Brian Uy (Professor of Structural Engineering 
& Director, UNSW and representive for IStructE); and Michael Jaroszewicz (MAJ Consulting) 
representing the ACSE Board. 
 
The winners of the 2014 awards were as follows: 
 
Large building:   Robert Bird – One Central Park 
Commendation:   TTW – Chatswood Interchange 
 
Medium building:  TTW – Bankstown Library  
Commendation:   Hyder – 400 George Street 
 
Small building:   Hyder – Port Arthur Penitentiary Conservation 
Commendation:   Partridge Structural – Ramsgate Avenue 
 
Special/Unusual Projects: Hyder – Sydney Town Hall Clock Tower 
Commendation:   Aecom – Dr Chau Chak Wing Building 
 
Small Practice Award:  Cantilever Engineers P/L 
 
Gold Medal Award:  Richard Green 
 
More detail about the 2014 Awards can be found on the ACSE website.  
  
 
Whisky Tasting Night 
In June 35 structural engineers were transported to the Scottish Highlands on a journey of fine 
single malts! Engineers attended from past presidents to graduates, proving that ACSE events 
are a great way to socialise and network with your peers. Thank you to our host Andrew 
Derbridge for this informative and entertaining evening. 

 

FINANCE 
 
Financial Position 
The financial position of ACSE remains strong and currently the Association has just over 
$70,000.00 on term deposit, and around $25,000 in the cheque account. The Treasurer’s 
report follows. 
 
Sponsorship 
Sponsorship agreements have been signed with the following companies: 

 

• Constructive 

• BOSFA 

• Ultrafloor 

http://www.acse.org.au/announcements/2014-acse-excellence-in-structural-engineering-awards
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• Smart Software 

• A2K Technologies 

• The Construction Store 

• CBP lawyers 

• Australian Glass 

• Planned Cover 
 

The money received from these agreements assists in supporting the costs of our events, the 
awards and the salaries of our administration staff. The Board is extremely grateful for their 
support. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 
University Lecture Program 

The 2015 University Lecture program at Sydney University was held during September and 
October 2015 and included the following guest lectures. 

 
Date Speaker   Topic 
12 August Scott Baty (SDA) Design and construction of two large post-tensioned precast 

concrete beams prepared for a project in Bradleys Head Rd, 
Mosman. 

2 September Bradley Martin (Acor) Structural Design of Portal Frames – Transit Systems Bus Depot - 
Wind and Earthquake design inclusion within lecture 

23 
September 

Aaron Hughes (Northrop) Earthquake and lateral design 

7 October Nishmin Hallam (TTW) Post tensioned slab design and aspects of design for multi storey 
residential structures 

21 October Andrew Derbridge (Partridge) The engineering and structural design of houses 
  
  

The lectures were enthusiastically received by the lecturing staff and students and continue to 

be a successful contribution by the ACSE to the educating the next generation of engineers. 

Approaches have been made to other universities (UTS and UNSW) to offer the same lecture 

programme to those institutions, but as yet finding slots in their busy timetables has meant 

that discussions are still ongoing. 

Practice Notes 
The Board recognises that ACSE practice notes provide valuable technical back-up for 
practising consulting structural engineers.   
 
Following the successful pub meeting on Hail Loading to Roofs, the Board is proposing an ACSE 
Safety in Design practice note for issue in early 2016. The Practice note on Safety in Design is in 
final draft and will be issued shortly. 
 
E-book History 1984-2014 
The Board has agreed  to look into preparing an ‘E book’ on the recent history of the ACSE for 
the period from the end of the previous history record (1983,the 50th anniversary of the 
organisation) up to the present.  Former President, Kevin Leedow, has agreed to help prepare 
this history, and it is still ongoing. 
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ACSE PEOPLE 
 
ACSE Support Staff 
Heidi Crawford has been great assistance to the Board and ACSE over the past year in 
organising events, new members and sponsorship.   
 
Charmaine Olsen provided administrative assistance at the beginning of the year, but was 
unable to continue due to family commitments and has been replaced by Chloe Wyatt. 
 
Chloe has proved invaluable and has been responsible for the newsletters, event planning and 
is slowly bringing the Association into the current age of technology and web based event 
management. 

 
New Members Admitted during 2014-2015 
The board continues to promote the benefits of membership of the organisation and is very 
pleased to announce the following eight new members who joined the Association in the last 
12 months. 
 
Nishmin Hallam  - TTW  
Geoff Hopkins  - Geoff Hopkins and Associates 
Praveel Prasad  - Cardno 
Matt Harding   - Robert Bird Group 
Colin Gurley  - Retired Member 
Lorenzo Marengo - Bonacci 
Rob O’Reilly  - Partridge Structural 
Trudy Myers  - Arcadis 
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6.0 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2014 – 2015: Treasurer, Tim Hoare 
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7.0 PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS CERTIFCATES 

 
Nishmin Hallam  - TTW  
Geoff Hopkins  - Geoff Hopkins and Associates 
Praveel Prasad  - Cardno 
Matt Harding   - Robert Bird Group 
Colin Gurley  - Retired Member 
Lorenzo Marengo - Bonacci 
Rob O’Reilly  - Partridge Structural 
Trudy Myers  - Arcadis 
Steve Giblett  - Mott MacDonald 

 

8.0 ELECTION OF THE BOARD FOR 2014/2015 

Current nominations for Honorary Board Positions for 2015 - 2016 

PRESIDENT:   Kevin Berry 

VICE PRESIDENT:   Todd Halliday 

HONORARY TREASURER:  Tim Hoare (ASIC Company Secretary) 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Steve Giblett 
     Matt Harding 

Michael Jaroszewicz  
    Andrey Kandic 
    Nick Kokolis  

Eamonn Madden 
    Simon Matthews 
    Trudy Myers 
    Rick Pilz 

Andrew Simpson 
 

 

 

 


