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Certificates
• Key Principals of a Design and Inspection Certificate
• Discussion on Sample Company Certificates
• Obligations for Certifying Engineer
• Building Certifier Expectations and role of PCA’s
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The Act
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979
• Part 4A Certificates (1) (a) Compliance certificate
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BCA
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Certificates

• TTW
• Northrop
• Enstruct
• Mott Mac
• RBG
• Arcadis
• SDA
• Aecom
• Acor
• WGE
• New Zealand (IPENZ)

Sample Certificates:
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Certificates

• Period of Inspections during Construction
• Certifier Qualifications
• Conformance with the structural drawings
• Lists certified drawings
• Lists D&C Elements
• Reliance on D&C Elements
• Specific Exclusions
• BCA and Australian standards referenced
• (Fire)

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

Period Inspections during Construction Sample Wording 
Comparison:

• “Verify compliance with design 'intent' indicated on the structural 
drawings”

• “At the time of the inspection the works inspected were considered 
to be in accordance with the structural drawings”

• “At the time of our inspections, as represented by our site reports, 
the work inspected conformed with the intent of the design 
conveyed by the list of structural drawings attached.

• 'to the best of our knowledge and belief, confirmed that the as-
inspected works will be in accordance with the intent of the 
structural engineering design”

• “At the time of the inspection, the work generally conformed, in our 
opinion with the structural drawings”

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

Qualifications of the Certifier:
• “xxx, being professional engineers”
• “appropriately qualified and competent in this area”
• “designed by a practicing structural engineer who exercised 

the degree of skill, care and diligence normally exercised by 
Consulting Engineers in similar circumstances”

• as the structural consultant
• by a practicing structural engineer
• “CPEng No or similar”

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

Listing D&C Elements:
• Yes or No?

Specific Exclusions?
• Yes or No?

Reference to conformance with the BCA and Standards
• Yes or No?

Separate Design and Inspection Certificates?
• Yes or No?

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

What about New Zealand?
• Separate “Producer Statements” : PS1, PS2, PS3, PS4
• Standard Format written by IPENZ – some councils have their own 

format also.

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

What about New Zealand?
• PS1 – Consultant Design Certificate.  

– Lists off recommended level of Construction monitoring CM1 – CM5
– Lists CPEng Number
– Lists Professional Body memberships.

• PS2 – Design Review
– Independent review of the design to confirm compliance with standards

• PS3 – Construction
– Certificate from the Contractor to confirm that all works completed in accordance with the design. 

• PS4 – Construction Review
– Confirmation of Construction monitoring provided CM1-CM5
– Refers to contractor submissions
– Provides certification “on reasonable grounds”

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Certificates

Building Certifier Expectations
• Confirm Expectations on Consultants/Contractors before Construction 

begins
• Standardised system or Protocols
• Do PCA’s expect Principal Consultants to refer to D&C elements?
• What are PCA’s expectations on Contractors to self-Inspect and Certify 

their works? 
• Do PCA’s require Engineers to be Chartered
• What references to Standards are expected?

Key Principals of an Inspection Certificate
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Peer Reviews
• ACSE Practice Note PN 24 (Dec 2017)
• When is a Peer review appropriate
• When should a Peer review be carried out?
• Principals of Integrity
• Scope for Peer Review
• Responsibilities
• Standard Formats to Peer reviews
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Peer Reviews

ACSE Practice Note PN 24
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ACSE Recommendations
• Standardised Certificates. (Design, Review, Contractor, 

Inspection)
• CPEng Qualification requirement (NER)
• Agreed level of Construction monitoring at Consultant 

Engagement
• Contractor Producer statements / Certificates
• Standardised (Peer) Review System
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